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Hello friends! 

   Greetings from the Hawleys! We are thrilled to join the 

BCH family and appreciate the opportunity to introduce 

ourselves. We are Michael and Sarah Hawley and our 

children are Juliana (age 11), Cristian (age 10), and 

Jaden (age 6).  

   We have spent the last 16 years in Fort Myers. Florida. 

Michael was originally from Seattle, Washington and I 

was born and raised in Beckley, West Virginia.  Michael 

and I met in West Virginia while he was attending 

Appalachian Bible College. He was saved while a 

member of the U.S. Navy and was discipled through 

Missions to Military. He then attended Appalachian Bible 

College and was a member of the Army National Guard 

where he met my father. My father, the cook, had him for 

KP duty and finally arranged for the two of us to meet. 

And that is where our love story began! (As close to an 

arranged marriage as you can get!) 

   After Michael graduated from Appalachian Bible College, with a degree in student 

ministries, we moved to South Florida where he began his teaching/coaching career at 

Evangelical Christian School. During those years I taught 2-3 year olds in the preschool 

and then the last year I became the school's front desk secretary. Five years later after the 

birth of our oldest child, Michael got a unique opportunity to join the Fire Department. 

Seeing it as a chance for me to be able to be a stay-at-home mom, he took it.  

   In 2011 my mother was diagnosed with ALS. We moved in with her to help my father, 

fresh back from Iraq, care for her. She died in early 2012. Soon after her passing Michael 

felt the Lord tell him that He wanted him to quit the fire department and serve Him full time. 

Michael figured it would be going back to teaching or coaching, but God (as He often does) 

had other plans. I was still reeling from the death of my mother and did not understand the 

call. Our heavenly Father taught us so much about ourselves and about the depths of His 

love as we struggled through those years of trying to understand His leading while also 

going through the grieving process.  

   I was volunteering in our church working with 3rd-5th grade girls. During one camping 

trip with the girls, God put on my heart He was definitely calling us to walk upon the waters 

and just as Peter did I needed to get out of our boat of comfortability. I surrendered all to 
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God and told Him I'd go wherever He led. Michael came across the job listing for BCH on 

his college website. During this exact same time a friend of ours battled pancreatic cancer. 

This humble man of God was a family man with two adopted children. At his funeral we 

knew we wanted to be involved in helping children the way our friend, Todd Wickmann, 

had done. The amazing thing was I ran into Todd's parents two days before leaving for our 

BCH interview. They told me they had also been houseparents for a similar ministry in 

Minnesota in their early years of marriage and it had been a huge blessing in their lives. I 

felt it was God's confirmation that indeed we were doing His will.  

   So on July 17th, we packed everything our Honda Odyssey could hold and we gave away 

the rest. We took the 1,000 mile journey to the north to begin this new chapter of our lives 

that God has so graciously willed. Romans 8:28 "All things work together for good to them 

that love God and who are the called according to His purposes" has become very real to 

us. And we know that no matter what comes our way, the good and the bad, it will all 

somehow work out for good. We look forward to serving Him in the houseparent capacity 

as we embrace St. Louis and the sweet casual spirit this town emanates. 

   We are in the midst of our training and are excited to host some of the current BCH 

children in our home so their houseparents can take their time of relief. We have enjoyed 

getting to know them and being Uncle and Aunt while working out alongside them, playing 

games, and during the bike-a-thon.  

   Our own children are VERY happy to be here in Michigan. 

Juliana has beat all of us in fishing! It seems the fish desire 

to be caught by her! Cristian has become quite the archer. 

His first time ever shooting an arrow and he hit the bullseye 

twice from 10 feet away!!! And Jaden is enjoying swimming 

in lakes where nothing lives that is going to eat him!!! Down 

south he was always worried about being eaten by alligators 

or sharks! All three of our children cannot wait to see snow 

for the first time and to be able to finally build a snowman. 

We covet your prayers in readjusting to cold weather after 

being in the furnace of South Florida all these years! We 

also appreciate your prayers for God to continue to prepare 

us for the children He will bless us with. We pray we may be 

the example of Jesus' love He has shown us in our own 

lives and we may show the verse above to be true that ALL 

things DO work out for good to those who love God. Thank 

Him along with us that His ways are indeed above our ways and His thoughts are above 

our own. 
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Look what I caught! 


